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HE poor of the city are your poor, ind it is your Ae» to 1 
proviſion for them: — The money wherewith they are ſupplied i is 
e money, and you have a right to know in what manner it is laid 
Put.—The General Seſſion of Glaſgow is aſſured that you feel he 
Pbligation of this duty, and ſo far from denying h right, it calls upon 
you to exerciſe it, and has authorized this publication, that you my YN 
4 be enabled to do it in a manner fatisfying' to your own minds. | 
| It will be the firſt queſtion with every one who wiſely. conſiders the | 

> of the poor: In what rank or ſtation of life are they to be man- 
Wine? if they are to be maintained in affluence, a ſum proportioned to 
8 a deſign muſt be provided; — for no managers can execute a HH 
l plan upon ſcanty or precarious funds.—Betore theſe funds are 
Pede, it will be proper to copfider'the conſequences: If the poor 
thave a certain and a liberal proviſion made by the public, we may bid 
arewel to induſtry and frupatiths among that claſs of men:—nothing 
pill be laid up in the days of health, for the time of ſickneſs, and the” 
We iter of old age; no proviſion will be made for children, however }. 
—— they _ be left.—It has been the experience -] 4 
that a liberal proviſion for the poor has been followed by floth, pro- 1 
ipality, and neglect of their families: —this muſt always be the _cale, 3 
obere the publie maintains them as well as they w | "| 3 
Wtheir own induſtry; and if they are better ſupplied, it is holding out 4 
Ftemptation almoſt irreſiſtible to become poor. —By ſuch management, 
their poverty would produce all che e of riches; — better 
Supplied with food, clothing, lodging, and medicine, they have the pre- 
1 19 gratification of a ſlothful diſpoſition, and the pleaſure of en 
A they can earn, and all they can borrow.” 2 
J It follows, that no perſon maintained on charity ſhould big raiſed 2 4 
4 We that rank which he held in the period of health and induſtry: Y 
1 dat every perſon on charity ſhould 9 deſcend at leaſt one ſtep 1 below he = 
ation which he — in the ſeaſon of health a and labour: — That the? 


. A 


| J 
41 


bis dwelling. . 1 1 — 


| N : tics, who were ſupplied out of the Seſſions funds; among thin R. 
ber there was not a ſingle inſtance of a labourer having a wife and 
children who received charity when they had health and work 


virtue ans happineſs of FO poor oe in a grew meaſure, þ ou IR 
{tri& attention to. theſe concluſions. 5 — 4 $2 Fail 
„Hy the laws of our country, by the laws of our nature, and br WR 
_ Jaws.of our religion, we are bound to preſerve lite in a health a 
but by no laws are we bound to maintain the loweſt, or a]: 
\ of of poor, in 2 the | fame. — * * beld ctore they Were: ol thrive 
At . Py h 
1 ; it is a dieult n matter to ni preciſely b is erg 5 
preſerve life, ſo it would be diſagreeable to recite the hiſtory off Mode 


on ſhort allowance, and other hiſtories of a ſimilar kind, from ne 


alone information could be got: Wherever the ſtarving point lies, th do 


managers of charity-funds ſhould endeavour to be above it 
Penſity of human nature is to the other ee 8 al them 8 1 
nagement of public funds. 75 8 Kr 
Lour attention is at preſent requetied; to the Tenet claſs of thou 00h pe 
d in their beſt circumſtances, were found among common ae eb 
8 ey tradeſmen When theſe become poor, it fees sse 
ent as gentle as poſſible, if the family of a journeyman g 
52 is er in equal plenty with the family of a labgurisg 
where they have health and work, and are not upon charity —Aul ſhi] 
the family of a labouring man, coming upon public funds, is maillainſat 
at ſomewhat leſs expence chan when ror en ng! proſper; 
ended them 
Jo render this in} as 1 as ; palhble,. we: ſhall ſuppate 
the whole of the Seſſion's poor are to be ſupplied in the fame Ne ff 
which a labouring man's e, e Then! ee, 24 induſtry li 


In the year 4582, an 1 inquiry wrap 5 ohh till ” enten 40 


) 2 


the contrary, numberleſs inſtances occur, of five and ſix children 7 


would not receive charity.— A labouring man's wages, and b 


milies of this deſcription, who never think of aſking, and if they 


wife can earn, are found ſufficient to maintain any family not ] 
monly numerous:—But in calculations of this kind the balance il ul 
F che $00 of the poor: Wherefore we ſhall found the. alcy 


2 


bon upon the example of a labouring man, with a wife and only: four 
Eden, —lt would be perfectly ideal to calculate upon a man of extra- 
oary ſtrength, genius, or activity, of uncommon kill or dexteril 1 
ay particular branch ;—every thing extraordinary mult be ſet aide; 
ad we muſt calculate upon ſuch wages as are paid by thoſe who 
e vork through the whole year, if the labourer is able and e, 
0 perform it, and if the weather permit him to work —But we mult 
Hot conjure up a labouring man, who, beſide earning his wages, does 


oon, and from ſix to nine in the evening.—Sometimes they max 
bee things, but it is ſeldom they can do them, and ſeldom the 
get them to do at theſe h outs. 
in Glaſgow there are many labouring men who are provided in Work 
rough the year, whoſe wages are no more than four ſhillings and f. 
eee in the week; we ſhall however call it five ſhillings; including 
and extra funds of ſubſiſtence, we ſhall calculate upon five ſhillings 


from nine to ten in the morning, from one to two in thetaf- 8 


f xpence in the week. As to the wife's earning, it cannot be much, 


ing che care of four children; we do not find that they earn any 


ag. —An ordinary woman, with no care, uſually earns, from ons 


lag to one ſhilling and three pence, weekly; let the wife be rated 
one third of ſuch earning, or at five pence per week. 
The groſs income of this family, per annum, will be — 15 7 8 
_—_ MDcduttions for , RR 
et of work, by bad weather, /ix days per ann. o 6 1 8 
ness in perſon or family two days, — do. 11337 
a tear and wear of ſhoes, &c. by labour, do. 
er one day: ꝛ do. 
u {Religious avocations three days,  — do. 
ads in and out of the family, one day, do, 
cation and books, —— — do. 
Medical aſſiſtan cf, . —— do. 
boence of baptiſms and burials in the family, do. 
WWW hbiſky, Ri 237 c 0: 
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are the principles by which the management of the Seſſions is dey 


81 


* — 
"> 


Neat i income of a N s family, „ 
Expence: _ r 
To the huſband's maintenance, being at hard 9 . „ = 
labour, clothing, — included, 18. 10d. per © 4 15 4 
Week, | — | "0 


To the wife! 8 ne at 18. 1 per week, 2 16 | * 25 * | 
To: the maintenance of four children, at the | 
A rate of 6x ot hs week: 5 280 


5 * 1 41 


Balance for tobacco and other incidents, - 
if the above calculation does not coincide with the ſentiments off 
thers, the proper anſwer is, another calculation, founded on prinayl 
more Juſt, and if it be more favour able to the poor, will bg Ws 
Leptable. "I 
It was laid down as a + EY thac 4 in 93 to encourage indull 
and frugality, no perſon ſhould be maintained by charity ex "ip 
' fame rank which he formerly held on his own funds: —If there 
_ ought to be a coming down, one more ſoft and eaſy cannot well 
withed for, than from one ſhilling and ten pence, to one ſhilling 
two pence;—from one ſhilling and one penny, to one ſhilling} = 
| from fix pence balfpenny, to fix pence in the week. The firſt 


tp: 


3 to be the greateſt reduction; but when the difference is 9 
* 51 


tween a young ſtrong man, at hard labour, and a frail, diſabled, eo 
man, who can do no work, perhaps the difference will not appear 
reaſonable.— There is one caſe to which this rule ſhould not def 7 
- plied, where the huſband is able to work, and does work, to mall 0 
a very numerous family, but ſtands in need of aſſiſtance; as this math 
wages diminiſh the ſupply which otherwiſe would be nectar ben ul 
be allowed the ſubſiſtence of a. labouring man. 
It will appear from an examination of the following tables, t chat 0 | 


| though long and conſtant practice makes it unneceſſary to look 0 1 0 

back on every occaſion. * 
Ihe next point is to aſcertain the pr oportion of this ſubſiſtence? whe” 

| -ought to be given in charity. WR RI 1 


- 


A * 5 1 
Ian wb roportion heir own labour is 1efeQtive, it e 
þ ied out of other funds: But great difficulties will occur in attemp. 
* { g to diſcover the true amount of labour. in a family. The moſt ob- 
method is to aſk information from the head of the family;—they 
dure e many temptations to call it leſs, which, in eneral, they will do, 
enwherethere 1s no intention to deceive; it would be dan erous, how- 


1 Thor for their honeſty, and a deceiver would have a better ſubſiſtenet 
place of a worſe. In cafes where a clear judgment cannot be formed, 


ment, the only check that can be introduced, is a private inquiry 
pf their . and employers. When an opinion is to be formed 


5 is ty, or want of ſpirit. 54A 
Tables, containing a full and true account of every r miner act and 
"ci cuntſtance, relating to the families of the poor, are likely to be of - 


w. money, we wiſh to ſee the objects of our charity; - thexe is a plea- 
t pain in hearing the tale of wo expreſſed with the fimple eloquenee 
ig l o jadverſity :—The appeal is made to our fœelingt: We have admitted 
appeal; and by theſe feelings the buſineſs ſhould be finally deter- 
* x lined Ahe poor perſon has acquired a fort. of right to it, by our li. 
ing to the woful narrative.— But when Are to _—_ of the me: 
pa et others, we ſhould remember, that they trult” underſtand- „ 
1 8 ip. and not to our feelings. We ſhould 580 N that mes 
Bn where the judgment 1s Teaſt biaſſed by the paſſions; and a well 
Sructed table is the beſt rule for guiding our ſudgme "4k Sf 
M private charity, bur feelings are reſtrained by avarice, eben 
n recolleQtion of our own wants. —In the management of public 
1 Ads, we are under no ſuch reſtraints; on the contrary, we are temp= 


a the finer ſort. 

= all charities which 1 a mean ſabliſtence for their objedi; the 

gers ſhould judge from ſuch tables; —and one may venture td 
„that he who has never ſeen the perſon in queſtion, nor heard a 


93 
q : - 


to rate it at more than they ſay by doing fo, honeſt men would 


on conſidering the age, ſtate of health, and the nature of their em- 


out fuch inquiry, Tome allowances ſhould be fade for want of des. 1 


great uſe in managing public money. When we are to diſpoſe of our I 7 


- i 
+<Y 

* E 
: = 


Aso give the utmoſt licence tofeelings which weand the world reckon : i 


. m deſeripion of its rr will Ane more e N a Lan Uo 


5 per table, than another. whoſe heart has been already rouſed of 
1s Aube. 1 
In chis manner the poor in the city: are eie to a pro ate 
1 the Seſſion's funds; and the great objects, in the view of the e 
T that each poor perſon or family ſhall have as much as their omg Es 
| b bour is deficient; —that none ſhall have too-much;—and that = | 
dividual of this claſs of poor be equally ſupplied, except a ay 2 
= tion on account of good Dean in former times. 1 3 
1 Whether the Seſſions have kept theſe objects — in view, * 
= 1 what degree of wiſdom and oeconomy they manage their fund. 
ſüubmitted to theſe who: will take we trouble: of enn the folk 54 
1 ing bless. . 
bl The general Seſſion has Hat in ule for! "AP time to diſtribug ba wis 
2 > ee pounds ſterling every four weeks: — They have now.” 
= — to diſtribute fifty as long as they ſhall be enabled. During the HH 6 
ter they have diſtributed a hundred pounds ſterling 8 four ved, 
on account of the high price of proviſions; this they have been ent 17 
= . do, partly by a ſmall capital reſerved for Ru Rams bar ls 8 
1 oy very liberal donations. _ Kt 
Wo The principal regulation made by the Ge Seflion,: as to 5 \\ 
= nary diſtribution of fifty pounds every four weeks, is, that three , 
li of that ſum be laid out in pxNs10Ns proportioned to the wants +" 
moſt neceſſitous of the poor, and one fourth reſerved for 0 OCCASION 1 
C 1 
=. The occaſional A WY during tha ator, kave oo tony * 
| 2 * ſam; but no ſtate of them can be offered to the public;—it wouldh 4 
mwmproper to publiſh: their names; and ſuch is the nature of cf 
8 Sy, that the ſame perſons ſeldom receive it two months ww. I IP 
The penſions were originally formed by a judgment of the Selim 
= concerning what was neceſlary for ſubſiſience to the family in 


nary times; theſe penſions continue the ſame for three months, at þ * 

end of which they are reviewed by the Seſſion, and altered by h 
the circumſtances of the penſioners require.— Theſe penſions. ae 
to be placed under the public eye.— But it muſt be obſerved, that H 
ring the winter, an additional ſum was added to them, to make * 
penſions equivalent to the high price of proviſions: —In ſome gf 
this was done, by adding a — to each of the ordinary penn 4 
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7 1 1 5 1 
9 bo * o 
© OT If 
= 2 A © 


18 
2 
oY 


and each proportion, the tables exhibit, in columns, 
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Ty | both at home, it is marked in this column. 
. The age was taken from their own account of i it in harveſt; un. 


44 | diſeaſe, are, on that account, ſtill numbered as mm. "off 
4 551 and real it is not higher than the truth. 


5 The pounds of meal in this bene are 1 weekly at the : Town? 's 
Hoſpital. 


weeks. 


7 The nurſing 1 g wages are paid andreas by the Town? 5 Hoſpital. 


they could not be . WA in an abſtradt OR: 1 utmoſt 


Fexculc them; and thoſe who a are INI to it will not. 
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, 7 5 of February laſt is fixed upon as an „ tiles Bs : 
in which the penſions were clearly and univerſally diſtinguiſhed 3 
bm the occaſional charity; and, beſide a ſhort deſcription of each 41 = 


1. The names of the penſioners; and if the huſband and viſe are | 
$ 2 All children below ten years of age are reckoned infant children, . 
and a few inſtances above ten years of age, who are angie by 

4. Their earning per week was taken from the poor perſons them- | 


6 The 'Seffions penſion is e marked in penee, and i is paid every fur 


8. This column expreſſes, in pence, all the other charities at 
by the family:—theſe are drawn from ſuch a variety of funds, that 


„ conciſeneſs was ſtudied. 25 {2 cx; MM 
That there may be errors in the mhless 18 far. 8 being in im club - 
de who know any thing of the difficulty of ſuch a work wil "OY 3 
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Age Chapman, widow Weir, — ——— 80 
Rachel Frafer, widow Craig, — — 70 
Mary M Donald, — r en (| 56 1 
Alexander Bannerman and wife, — 1 
William Buchanan, wife 50, -—— ——— 69 
ry: M'*Gregor, lives with a dachte, — | 88 
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34 en from William Dun's land, "TY I I. 
Mud. bead, to Mr. Ralſton land in * * . 
gate, incluſive. © Sy 

Agnes Henderſon, widow Calder, | | 

Janet Smith, widow Gray, — — 80 

Betty Turnbull, confined to 285 — — | 40 

Elizabeth Hay, 

Iſobel Jamicſon, widow Hill, — — | 40 
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4th Proportion, from Mr. Rall s land to the | VV A1\' 
Drygate- bridge. n 7 FR. 

Mary Campbell, widow Campbell, — —— 71 | 

| Jean Grahame, widow Dick, — —— | 68 | 
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Ex Barr, widow. Muir, — 
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ü rion Caldwell, widow Imrie, — — 
oog, widow Walkingſbaw, child. aſſiſt, 
Menderſon, huſband, Brodie, in Ireland, 
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Ins, GENTLEMEN, is the firſt time that ſuch complete information, con- 
che poor, has been laid before any large ſociety.— Where a pariſh can 
. together they may be informed of the ſtate of the poor with whom they are 8 
Wed; but this mode of information cannot take place in a populous city, ? l 
Wooly ſubſtitute that our ſituation admits of, in place of pariſh meetings, mut 
red in ſome ſuch form as the preſent. —With candid men, the novelty 27 
Whke attempt will be a ſufficient apology for its imperfections; and when it is jj 
red, that, within the laſt fifty years, the ſum allowed in Glaſgow, er 
iing the loweſt claſs of the poor, has riſen from about ſix hundred 0 
W& thouſand pounds ſterling in the year, it will probably be admitted, that the 
ss of ſufficient importance. 5 FFF 

1 jough the Tables do not, and ought not to contain an account of thoſe who 
Wire occaſional charity out of the Seſſions funds; yet it may be depended on, 
ee Tables contain an account of the moſt neceſſitous. And if they ſhall be 
in convincing you that a reaſonable and juſt proviſion is made, even fer 
Poſt neceſſitous of your poor, this perſuaſion will undoubtedly prevent you” 3 


ing encouragement to beggars, whoſe wants generally ariſe from their = 
Wn idlencſs,” or extravagance. —Giving alms to perſons unknown, is, in our 
nn, giving either to thoſe who do not need, or to thoſe. who are, or ought 
We {upplicd by their own pariſhes: No man can complain of his own burdens, 
be is cager to ſeize every opportunity of increaſing them, by aſſuming the 8 
of others. And it is well known, that almoſt every one of the beggars” 
Whis city come from other pariſhes, able and willing to provide for hem 
Wa few from another nation, with the hope of impoſing on your credulity.” 
Wome inſtances will appear in the Tables, where the income is below the a 
ed proviſion; in general, thoſe live with their children, and are aſſiſted bx 
duty which no public charity ought to ſuperſede; and yet ſuch afliltance 8 
oot be marked in figures, nor properly aſcertained in any other way. Is 
HT inſtances, there was a manifeft impolition, with reſpect to what they could 
We which has been attended to by the Seſſions in giving their penfion” 
theſe Tables ſhall be of uſe to the Seſſions, in enabling the members toi 
= judgment of the ſtate of their own poor: if they ſhall diſcover any upon 
Wands who do not ſtand in need of charity, or prevent ſuch. perſons from ap» 
but, eſpecially; if they ſhall direct the Seſſions to thoke who are molt 
che principal ends in view will be in ſome meaſure attained. ©. 


err ſocieties ſhall be perſuaded to communicate liſts of their penſioners, 
l no doubt diſcover many things which are not known; and there can 


4 inle doubt of their doing ſo, when the ny object in view is to give true in- 
an concerning the ſtate of the poor, ſo that none may be in want, Wies 
reo müuck. TE 
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